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Another GUN
Magazine? The decision to go armed on a 

daily basis is one of the most 
important and responsible deci-

sions a person can make.  By carrying a gun at all times, you are refusing 
to be a victim.  You are assuring the safety of your loved ones.  You even 
improve the safety of strangers who have the good fortune to be around 
you.  Most importantly, you are exercising your inalienable right to self 
protection.

As you can imagine, I subscribe to practically every gun magazine 
available.  These magazines review all the new firearms and firearm ac-
cessories.  They have great photographs and great articles.  This begs the 
question, “What is so special about Concealed Carry Magazine?”  There 
are plenty of firearms publications available.  Why do we need one more?

I’ll tell you why!
Concealed Carry Magazine (CCM) is not about the gun being carried, 

it is about the person carrying the gun.  In addition to the cover story and 
the regular department articles, each issue of CCM will have three feature 
articles.  These three features form the backbone of CCM.  

The first is the CCM “Profile.”  This article profiles an “everyday” 
person (usually one of our subscribers) who has made the decision to carry 
a gun.  The article starts with a short biography of the individual which 
leads into an interview.  This article will be an inspiration to our readers by 
helping them to realize that they are not alone in their lifestyle decision to 
always be armed. 

The second feature is called CCM “True Stories.”  These are anecdotes 
or news clippings about people who have successfully defended themselves 
or their families with a firearm.  Statistically, these types of events happen 
over 5,000 times per day in the USA alone.  You’d never guess this by the 
news coverage we get from the mainstream media.

The third feature is called CCM 2nd Amendment Issues.  This feature 
will contain commentary covering the broad range of political and social 
2nd Amendment topics.

CCM will still have lots of cool guns and gear articles, but the focus 
of the magazine will be on people, the people with the courage and guts to 
be armed citizens.  Whether you currently carry or are considering, I invite 
you to try a one-year subscription to Concealed Carry Magazine.  You will 
not be disappointed.

Sincerely,

Timothy J. Schmidt
Publisher/Editor
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My name is Kathryn Ann Graham.  I 
was born at Mt. Sinai Hospital on Manhattan 
Island shortly after the hurricane blew through 
there in September of 1954.  My father was 
a writer/director/producer of documentary 
films, and my mother was an advertising copy-
writer.  How’s that for a liberal background?

revere the men and women who don uniforms 
and risk their lives to protect us, like the po-
lice.  Remember Officer Friendly?

On my sixteenth birthday, as I was al-
ready a high school graduate, I found myself 
a job and started taking flying lessons.  On my 
eighteenth birthday, I raised my right hand and 
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force – oh, not as a pi-
lot.  Women couldn’t do that then.  We weren’t 
even trained in the use of arms.  Nevertheless, 
I was a patriot.  Vietnam wasn’t quite over, and 
I joined up to serve my country.  I served with 
honor, and was honorably discharged.  And in 
those days, the military treated me with honor 
as well.  I worked hard, long hours, but was 
paid a fair wage for it.  I surrendered my free-
dom, but was offered a priceless opportunity 
for travel in return.  I gave four years of my 
life, but they paid for my pilot’s license.  It 
was a wonderful four years, and I would have 
recommended then that any young person of 
my generation do the same.

Today, I am a private investigator in 
South Texas, a firearms instructor and a sci-
ence fiction author.  As a private investigator, I 
do those jobs that our police can’t or won’t do 
any longer.  My specialty is solving cold cases 
for the families of the victims.  As a firearms 
instructor, I try to teach others the legal and 
honorable use of force for the protection of 
their lives and the lives of their loved ones.  
Meanwhile, I work every day for bloodless 
political change.  Our right to keep and bear 
arms was not protected by the Second Amend-
ment for the purpose of self-defense, although 
self-defense and reduction of violent crime 
are very good things.  It was protected for us 
as a deterrent against tyranny, and that is pre-
cisely why our political leaders hate and fear it 
so.  80 million gun owners in the United States 
have the ability to restore the country Thomas 
Jefferson gave us, without ever firing a shot, if 
they are willing to stand together as one.

I am jointly owned and managed by six 
cats, a German shepherd who is half angel and 
half holy terror, and my business and life part-
ner, John Tarsikes.  We manage to maintain a 
loving home for ourselves and our four-footed 
“kids,” while still finding enough adventure to 
keep life tasting sweet.

 Youth is a wonderful thing, but take it 
from me – life really begins at 45!

 

The CCM Interview:
CCM: How long have you carried a con-

cealed weapon?
Kate:  I can’t answer that question hon-

estly without incriminating myself.  A very 
long time.  I have always believed in the prin-
ciple that it is better to be tried by twelve than 
carried by six.

CCM: What weapon(s) do you carry?
Kate:  I carry a Kimber Ultra Carry 3” 

.45 and two spare magazines 100 percent of 
the time.  I also carry a second, or backup, 
weapon that I am not willing to discuss.  In 
Texas, I am legally permitted to carry as many 
handguns as I can conceal.

Each issue of CCM will contain an article 
that “PROFILES” an everyday individual 
who carries a concealed weapon.  This 
article will be an inspiration to our readers 
by helping them to realize that they are not 
alone in their lifestyle decision to always be 
armed.

Kate scores a student’s target during 
one of her classes.

Kate takes aim with her Kimber.

Kate with her Kimber Ultra Carry
and her pistol-grip shotgun.

Actually, both of my parents were (and 
my mother, who is still living, still is) Liber-
tarians, although few people knew the word 
in those days, and they were wise enough to 
get me out of New York before my third birth-
day.  I was actually raised in Dallas, Texas.  
My folks taught me to believe in the Bill of 
Rights, and in a government that serves the 
people, rather than the reverse that we see all 
around us today.  I was raised on some archaic 
concepts that would be disturbing to most 
children today, like personal responsibility 
and honor, and I was taught to respect and 

Kathryn A. Graham
Timothy J. Schmidt

CCM PROFILE

KATE GRAHAM
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CCM: What type of ammunition do you 
carry?

Kate:  Exclusively hollow point.  I prefer 
hollow point ammunition for several reasons.  
As a small woman, I need the additional 
shock effect.  I cannot afford to grapple with 
an assailant at all, so the sooner I can take that 
assailant down, the safer I will be.  The other 
good reason for hollow point ammunition is 
that it stops better – i.e., I am less likely to hit 
two folks with one bullet.  This is especially 
important for a self-defense situation in my 
home, which is a manufactured house in a 
country community.  Our walls are not very 
substantial.  Hence, I have chosen a large, 
slow-moving bullet, and hollow points.  An-
other advantage to .45 is that it can be found 
in ammo cans in garages all across the United 
States.  Should the sale of ammunition ever 
become illegal in this country, that will be a 
consideration.

CCM: How often do you shoot/
practice?

Kate:  As often as I can.  My weeks run 
to 100+ hours, so it is sometimes difficult to 
schedule range time. However, shooting is a 
sport I love, as well as a deadly serious means 
for defense, so I make time for recreation.

CCM: Which concealment holsters do 
you use? Which is your favorite?

Kate:  Unlike many who carry, I do not 
always carry in the same place or in the same 
way.  It is dangerous to become too predict-
able, although I do agree that practice with 
all methods is very necessary.  I have three I 
particularly like.  One is a Galco, horizontal 
small-of-the-back holster, which is surpris-
ingly comfortable with the Kimber, as it is 
a very slim weapon.  I also have a Galco 
shoulder rig that is very comfortable.  The 
most comfortable method of all, though, is a 
Phobus, molded composite, that just slips over 
the waistband of my belt or jeans.  The Phobus 
is very well designed.  It is easy to draw from 

it, and very fast, but next to 
impossible to draw from the 

wrong angle, which makes 
it hard for my firearm to 

be taken away from me.  Because of the large 
paddle that fits inside my pants, I am almost 
completely unable to even feel the weight of 
the weapon.  In all cases, I wear a vest, or light 
shirt, over the weapon.

CCM: Why did you decide to carry?
Kate:  I don’t remember any particular 

epiphany, if that is what you mean.  It was an 
evolution, a part of growing up for me.  I grad-
ually realized that if I didn’t defend myself, 
no one was going to do 
it for me.  I survived a 
rather ghastly rape as 
a teenager, and studied 
martial arts as a sort 
of therapy afterward, 
which is when I began 
to take responsibility 
for my own safety.  As 
I grew older and fatter 
and slower, I gradu-
ally realized that all the 
martial arts in the world 
weren’t going to help 
me much against an 
assailant twice or three 
times my size.  I’ve 
always been a shooter, and kept guns in my 
home, so it was a natural progression to car-
rying.  My parents insisted that I carry when 
traveling, so I guess the trips got shorter and 
shorter, if you follow me.  Frankly, I’ve never 
worried all that much about it.  I was rarely in 

situations where I was likely to come to 
the attention of the police – I’ve 

always been the goody two-shoes 
of the crowd – so I never worried 
about being caught and pros-

ecuted for it.
CCM: Have you ever had to use 

your firearm in a defensive situation?
Kate:  Oh, yes.  Roughly four times 

in thirty years or so.  Twice, I was legally car-
rying as the owner of a business, and stopped 
armed robberies with my little Chief.  On both 
occasions, said assailants became Olympic 
runners immediately upon seeing the outline 
of the firearm in my pocket.  As both of those 
incidents happened within three months of 
that career decision, I took that as a cosmic 
message and decided to change careers again 
post haste.  A few years later, a certifiable 

nutcase threatened me 
in my own home.  I 
held him unharmed at 
gunpoint for the police 
to come carry out the 
garbage.  Finally, only 
a few months ago, a 
gentleman of consid-
erable size accosted 
me on the street and 
would not allow me to 
reach my car.  I didn’t 
show the firearm in 
that case, although my 
hand was on it – I just 
told him about it in 
sweet and reasonable 

tones, and he demonstrated his track skills 
as rapidly as the first two had.  I have never 
pulled the trigger on a human being, and most 
sincerely hope I never have to do so.

CCM: Kate, what do you do for a liv-
ing?

Kate:  I am a licensed private investiga-
tor in the State of Texas, a firearms instructor, 
an aviation consultant, a computer technician, 
and a writer.  

CCM: Do you have any advice for our 
readers?

Kate:  Practice!  Educate others about 
their rights and about firearms,  and vote in 
every single election.

“Have you ever had 
to use your firearm 

in a defensive  
situation?”

“Oh yes.  Roughly 
four times in thirty 

years or so...”

Official Publication of:
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A 76-year-old Newberry Springs, Califor-
nia, man was awakened by the sounds of 
someone breaking into his home in the early 
morning hours. The resident retrieved a hand-
gun and confronted the intruder. As he held 
the would-be robber at gunpoint and dialed  
9-1-1, the interloper made a threatening move 
toward the homeowner who then shot him once 
in the chest, killing him. “He was definitely 
there to steal from or rob the victim,” reported 
San Bernardino County Sheriffs Sgt. Gerrit  
Tesselaar. (Desert Dispatch, Barstow, CA)

**********

The gun shoved in night manager Eric Gold-
en’s face during a robbery two weeks before 
at the Nashville, Tennessee, restaurant where 
he worked was enough to prompt him to 
start carrying his own firearm. Ten days later,  
evidently emboldened by the easy pickings, 

the same two bandits returned to hold Golden 
up again. This time, Golden foiled the rob-
bery by wounding one of the suspects with a 
gunshot. Both thugs were arrested by police 
and charged in the two incidents. (The Banner, 
Nashville, TN) 

**********

A 45-year-old Gwinnett County, Georgia, 
woman carried her gun into the kitchen to 
investigate a noise. There, she discovered her 
yardman, who had threatened her earlier in 
the day, had just broken into her home. She 
ordered the man to leave, but he replied she 
would have to shoot him first. She did. The 
man was hospitalized and police did not ex-
pect any charges to be filed against the wom-
an. (The Journal-Constitution, Atlanta, GA)

**********

The bandit brazenly barged into the Roches-
ter, New York, market, shoving a gun into the 

face of the owner’s wife, who was working 
behind the counter, and demanding cash. The 
owner witnessed the confrontation and quick-
ly pulled his own handgun out, shooting the 
armed robber. Hit in the arm, the suspect ran 
outside to a waiting car and went to a nearby 
hospital where he was arrested. Neighbors 
said the store had been held up several times 
in the past two years. (The Democrat and 
Chronicle, Rochester, NY)

**********

Lawrence Nelson immediately recognized the 
man who walked into his San Jose, California, 
liquor store as the same man who had robbed 
the business of $3,000 three weeks before. In 
his hand was the same handgun and he even 
said the same words, “Put all your cash on the 
counter.” But unlike three weeks before, Nel-
son had his own gun - a 9mm Glock that held 
17 rounds - sitting on his counter instead of 
in a drawer. A single shot from Nelson struck 
the robber, who dropped his gun and made a 
quick retreat. Police arrested the injured crook 
nearby. (The Mercury News, San Jose, CA)

**********

District Attorney Robert Schwarz refused to 
charge an Albuquerque, New Mexico, Dunkin’ 

Compiled By Sten Jackson
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Donuts employee with any wrongdoing after 
the armed store clerk killed one of two would-
be robbers. The two suspects had entered the 
store posing as customers. When the clerk 
turned to get their donuts they drew guns and 
demanded cash. The clerk refused. One bandit 
fired a single shot at the clerk, barely missing 
his head, and the other bandit jumped over the 
counter and attempted to shoot the employee, 
but his gun jammed. By then, the clerk had re-
trieved his own handgun and returned fire, fa-
tally injuring the suspect who had jumped the 
counter. The dead crook’s accomplice fled the 
building. (The Journal, Albuquerque, NM)

**********

Daniel Shelton’s Martinsville, Virginia,  
neighbors regard him as a hero after he con-
fronted a man who broke into his home by 
shining a flashlight at him and holding a 
cocked .45 Government Model to his head. 
“Get on your knees or I’ll blow your head off,” 
he said. Shelton then contacted police who 
took the man into cus-
tody. Police applauded 
the homeowner for his 
restraint in not shoot-
ing the intruder. Shel-
ton admitted though 
he was angry and 
fearful at the time, he 
too was glad no shots 
were required. Many 
of Shelton’s neighbors, 
who reported being 
burglarized on numer-
ous occasions, doubted 
they would have been 
so understanding. (The 
Bulletin, Martinsville, VA)

**********

The drunken man asked the clerk in an Anchor-
age, Alaska, gas station to call him a cab, then 
in a fit of agitation at being asked to wait for it 
outside, pulled a gun and attempted to rob the 
place. Alerted by the clerk, two mechanics, 
one of them armed with a gun he keeps in his 
tool box, followed the man outside where the 
three became mired in a standoff. Upon arriv-
ing on the scene, the cab driver drew his own 
gun and shoved it into the robber’s neck. The 
armed mechanic and the cabbie then forced 
the suspect to the ground where he was held 
for police. (The Daily News, Anchorage, AK) 

**********

As social unrest spilled across St. Petersburg, 
Florida, making headlines throughout the  
nation, criminals rampaged through the com-

munity looting businesses and burning them 
to the ground. While most store owners were 
left to sit helplessly, waiting on the overbur-
dened police and fire departments to come to 
their rescue, pawn shop owner Oscar Kiesy-
lis, “a staunch NRA member,” stood ready. “I 
could have waited until the bastards came in 
the store and got them one by one,” Kiesylis 
later said of the looters who crashed their car 
through his store window. Instead he opened 
fire with his semi-automatic AK-47 rifle as 
soon as the vehicle entered the building, send-
ing the intruders on a hasty - and empty-hand-
ed - retreat. “They came very close to being 
with the Lord.” said Kiesylis. (The Times, St. 
Petersburg, FL)

**********

Gunshots erupted in the evening tranquility 
of the Colorado Springs, Colorado, neighbor-
hood after an argument over a football debt 
turned violent, leaving two men wounded. 
From opposite ends of the street, two armed 

homeowners, in-
surance salesman 
Vaughn Zimmerman 
and cable company 
manager Tony McIn-
tosh, ran from their 
homes and simulta-
neously confronted 
the shooting suspect, 
ordering him to the 
ground. There they 
handcuffed him and 
held him for police 
officers. McIntosh, a 
carry permit holder, 
and Zimmerman, a 

former sheriff ’s deputy, had never met until 
the incident. “I think we should go for cof-
fee sometime and talk,” Zimmerman told 
McIntosh afterward. (The Gazette Telegraph,  
Colorado Springs, CO)

**********

When a would-be robber grabbed a customer 
in an Asheville, North Carolina, store and 
threatened to kill her if employees did not turn 
over the money in the register, clerks Joey Al-
len and Larry Simonds reacted instinctively. 
In one motion, they both drew handguns and 
ordered the assailant to release the woman and 
lie on the floor. Surprised at the turn of events, 
the suspect did just that. (The Citizen-Times, 
Asheville, NC)

**********

As he held the would-
be robber at gunpoint 
and dialed 9-�-�, the in-
terloper made a threat-
ening move toward the 
homeowner who then 
shot him once in the 
chest, killing him.
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pointy heads in tortured attempts to misinter-
pret this sentence ever since. Those of us who 
know how to read the English language have 
no trouble at all. 
 The right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. THE RIGHT OF 
THE PEOPLE to keep and bear arms shall 
NOT be infringed. The right of the people TO 
KEEP AND BEAR ARMS shall NOT be 
infringed. The right of the people to keep and 
bear arms SHALL NOT BE INFRINGED. 
What part of NOT do the illiterates out to 
subvert the Constitution NOT understand?
 The Constitution of the state of Pennsyl-
vania (adopted September 28, 1776) allocated 
more words to make the point even more 
unmistakable: “XIII. That the people have a 
right to bear arms for the defense of them-
selves and the state; and as standing armies 
in the time of peace are dangerous to liberty, 
they ought not to be kept up; and that the mili-
tary should be kept under strict subordination 
to, and governed by, the civil power.”
 Indeed, the individual right to keep and 
bear arms for personal defense is based on ex-
actly the same principle as civilian control of 
the military. One wonders if the ACLU would 
argue with that.

The Second Amendment, like most oth-
er articles in the Bill of Rights, was adopted 
from the English Bill of Rights of 1689 which, 
in turn, was based on centuries of English  
Common Law. English jurist Sir William 
Blackstone observed that the English Bill 
of Rights clearly meant that Englishmen  

possessed “the right of having and using 
arms for self-preservation and defense” 

and that “having arms suitable for their 
defense” was one of the five auxiliary 
rights people possessed “to protect and 
maintain inviolate the three great and 
primary rights,” the first of which is 
“personal security.” 
 Unfortunately for the English people, 

they have been persuaded by their own 
far-left government and insidious anti-gun 

activists to allow the English Bill of Rights 
to be, as they might say, shat upon. Today, the 

Carrying A Gun Is An
Absolute Right

The framers of the Constitution 
were under no pressure from the 

NRA when they wrote “the right of 
the people to keep and bear arms shall 

not be infringed.”
  In the same spare sentence, they re-

affirmed their historical preference for a 
“militia” over a standing army, and indicated 

that this militia should be composed of armed 
citizens – citizens of a “free state” 

whose right to keep and bear 
arms must never be infringed. 

Anti-freedom zealots, in-
cluding academic inva-

lids and the hypocrites 
of the mis-named 

American Civil Lib-
erties Union, have 

stood on their 
 

  

By Robert H. Boatman

COVER STORY
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English do not have the right to keep and bear 
arms for self-preservation and defense. As a 
direct result, they live in a crime-ridden soci-
ety that grows worse with each passing day. 
 The recent 2000 International Crime Vic-
tims Survey published by the Dutch Ministry 
of Justice, a highly respected and accurate 
measurement of the percentage of people 
by nation who are victims of violent crimes, 
ranked England far ahead of the United States 
(which ranked 8th), and second only to Aus-
tralia (where English-style anti-gun laws are 
also in effect) as the most violent nation. A 
recently disarmed England now has twice as 
much violent crime as the United States. 
 The English Home Office, which coop-
erated in the survey, has refused to publish 
these findings in England. It’s better not to 
remind the gullible subjects how empty were 
the promises of safety and security for which 
they so eagerly traded away their very real and 
priceless freedoms and responsibilities.

The great Roman philosopher and sena-
tor, Cicero, immortalized armed self-defense 
as an “inalienable right” more than 2,000 
years before the U.S. Constitution did so. 
Cicero said:
  There exists a law, not written down any-
where but inborn in our hearts; a law which 
comes to us not by training 
or custom or reading but 
by derivation and absorp-
tion and adoption from 
nature itself; a law which 
has come to us not from 
theory but from practice, 
not by instruction but by 
natural intuition. I refer to 
the law which lays it down 
that, if our lives are endan-
gered by plots or violence 
or armed robbers or ene-
mies, any and every method 
of protecting ourselves is morally right.
 Even people to whom armed self-defense 
is but a remote abstraction often endorse, 
without even realizing it, the unquestionable 
principles underlying the right to carry a gun. 
Jaron Lanier, writing in Discover Magazine 
(Feb. 2001), said in reference to new copy-
right-protection technology – “In a democ-
racy, citizens are supposed to act as partners in 
enforcing laws. Those forced to follow rules 
without being trusted even for a moment are, 
in fact, slaves.”
 It is perfectly obvious that we have a 
natural right to arm ourselves and to kill any 
criminal or other force that threatens us just 
as surely as an elephant has a right to kill an 
attacking lion and a mother bear has a right to 

kill a wolf grinning suspiciously at her cubs. 
Animal-rights extremists extend the animals’ 
right to the killing of humans under such cir-
cumstances.
 Even the Dalai Lama, Nobel Peace Prize 
and all, said in May of 2001 during a speech 
about “nonviolent resolutions to conflict” to 
7,600 Oregon and Washington high-school 
students – “But if someone has a gun and is 

trying to kill you, it would be reasonable to 
shoot back with your own gun.” So said the 
Dalai Lama.

There are criminals among us who are 
both homicidal and incorrigible. Their parents 
took a shot at civilizing them and failed. Their 
school teachers took a shot at them and failed. 
The odds are overwhelming that government 
welfare programs and penal institutions took 
a shot at them and failed. If it ever becomes 
your turn to take a shot at them, don’t fail.
 
Carrying a Gun Has Always Been 

Both a Right and a Duty
There have been many societies in which 
not carrying a weapon was a serious and 
severely punishable crime. This was true in 
Greece, Rome, Europe, Britain and, though 

seldom enforced, is still true in certain places 
in America today. This is as it should be. A 
citizen who shirks his duty to contribute to the 
security of his community is little better than 
the criminal who threatens it, and is better off 
living in a society that places lesser demands 
on his capacity to accept responsibility. 

Armed Citizens
Of the 2�st Century

In 1987, a year after Glocks were introduced to 
the U.S., Florida enacted a pioneering “shall-
issue” right-to-carry law that has served as the 
model for the rest of the country. The Florida 
law affirmed the right of a private citizen to 
carry a concealed gun and eliminated the 
abuses so typical of “discretionary” right-to-
carry laws that resulted in gun permits being 
awarded arbitrarily to the political cronies 
of petty officials, limousine liberals, movie  
actors, athletes and various other celebrity 
representatives of the rich and famous crowd, 
but denied to so-called “ordinary” citizens. 
The Florida law made it crystal clear that 
any citizen with basic firearms training and a  
felony-free record would be issued a con-
cealed-carry permit upon request, period.
 Florida’s landmark right-to-carry law was 
supported by the Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement, Florida Sher-
iffs Association, Florida 
Police Chiefs Association 
and other law enforcement 
groups. And it was sup-
ported by Florida voters.
 The media, however, was 
predictably vociferous 
in its opposition to the  
exercise of Constitutional-
ly guaranteed rights, and in 
its total submission to the 
party line of radical anti-

freedom, anti-self-defense 
and anti-gun forces. Headlines predicted vigi-
lante justice and wild-west shootouts on every 
corner. “Florida will become the “Gunshine 
State.” “A pistol-packing citizenry will mean 
itchier trigger fingers.” “Florida’s climate of 
smoldering fear will flash like napalm when 
every stranger totes a piece.” “Every mental 
snap in traffic could lead to the crack of gun-
fire.”
 Such dire and colorful predictions, of 
course, proved totally false. Nevertheless, 
that same hysterical fear-mongering and bald-
faced lying are used even today every time a 
new state gets ready to pass an enlightened 
right-to-carry law. In actual fact, the only 
notable thing that happened for the first five 
years after Florida passed its right-to-carry 

“The Right of the People
to Keep and Bear Arms
Shall Not Be Infringed”

Continued on page 10
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law was that, as homicide rates in the U.S. 
soared, Florida’s homicide rate fell a dramatic 
23 percent. A few of the opponents of con-
cealed carry actually had the courage to admit 
they were wrong.
 Thanks to the intensive lobbying efforts 
of the NRA, along with the tireless grass-
roots work of politically aware gun owners, 
33 states now have Florida-style laws which 
require the prompt issuance to their citizens 
of legal permits to carry concealed weapons. 
Well over half of the U.S. population, more 
than 60 percent of all handgun owners, live in 
these free states, yet no more than one to five 
percent ever apply for such licenses.
 Notwithstanding the fact that most 
people do not carry guns, the mere possibility 
that an intended victim could be armed with a 
handgun eliminates millions of crimes every 
year. 
 According to the FBI, states with “shall-
issue” right-to-carry laws have a 26 percent 
lower total violent crime rate, a 20 percent 
lower homicide rate, a 39 percent lower rob-
bery rate and a 22 percent lower aggravated 
assault rate than those states that do not allow 
their citizens to legally carry guns. 
 Professor of Criminology and Crimi-
nal Justice at Florida State University, Gary 
Kleck, in Point Blank: Guns and Violence in 
America (Aldine de Gruyter Publishers, 1991) 

found that “robbery and assault victims who 
used a gun to resist were less likely to be at-
tacked or to suffer an injury than those who 
used any other methods of self-protection or 
those who did not resist at all.” 
 Convicted felons reveal in surveys that 
they are more afraid of armed citizens than 
they are of the police. And well they should 
be. Armed citizens kill 2,000 to 3,000 crimi-
nals each year, three times the number killed 
by the police. And only two percent of civilian 
shootings involve an innocent person mistak-
enly identified as a criminal, whereas the error 
rate for the police is more than five times that 
high.
 Kleck’s research shows that private citi-
zens use firearms to protect themselves and 
thwart crime about 2.5 million times a year. 
Citizens use firearms to prevent mass killings, 
bank robberies, gang attacks, carjackings, 
rapes, kidnappings and hostage-takings. They 
use them to help capture prison escapees and 
murderers, to come to the aid of outnumbered 
or ambushed law enforcement officers. Yet 
only a handful of these 2.5 million life-saving 
uses of firearms are ever reported in the main-
stream press.
 If a lot more people carried guns, what 
kind of a society would we have? Certainly not 
the kind predicted by anti-gun fanatics. Those 
hysterical doomsayers have been proven abso-
lutely wrong one hundred percent of the time. 
Would we have a crime-free society? Certain-
ly not. Criminals are as natural and immune to 

total eradication as fruit flies. But a better-
armed society would severely limit the 
violent damage criminals wreak before 

they are stopped. Criminals are naturally self-
destructive. The reasons they are don’t matter. 
To assist them in their self-destructiveness is 
the polite and civilized thing to do. Thus an-
other ageless axiom: An Armed Society Is A 
Polite Society.
 In 1998, John R. Lott, Jr., senior research 
scholar in the School of Law at Yale Univer-
sity, authored the most comprehensive and ex-
haustive study of crime and gun control laws 
ever conceived, based on the largest data set 
on crime ever assembled. His landmark book, 
More Guns, Less Crime (The University of 
Chicago Press, 1998, 2000), now available in 
an updated second edition, includes thorough 
analyses of more than 54,000 observations and 
hundreds of variable factors across more than 
3,000 counties in all 50 states for 18 years. 

 The assiduously researched conclusions 
reached by Lott immediately set off a wave of 
panic among anti-gun fanatics and drew orga-
nized, systematic personal attacks of the most 
vicious and dishonest nature, including death 
threats leveled at Lott and his wife and chil-
dren. Yet not a single serious academic chal-
lenge of Lott’s research, his methodology or 
his incontrovertible conclusions has ever been 
successfully mounted. In fact, Lott’s conclu-
sions have reluctantly been called “bullet-
proof ” even by the liberal mainstream press.

  Bottom line, in keeping with the title of 
his work, the more guns there are in society 
and the more these guns are carried by private 
citizens, the less crime there is.

 These are some of the reasons why po-
lice, who fight crime for a living and are well 
aware of the realities of street criminals, sup-
port right-to-carry laws for private citizens by 
an overwhelming three-to-one margin. This is 
an even higher margin of support for right-to-

carry than the strong support voiced 
by the civilian population.

 Policemen are nobody’s 
personal bodyguards. Their 
jobs are to find and arrest 
people who have commit-
ted crimes, not to prevent 
such potential crimes from 
happening in the first place. 

Clearly, the responsibility for 
victim-prevention lies with the 

victim-to-be.
    The Seventh Circuit Court of Ap-

peals (Bowers v. DeVito, 1982) did not 
mince words when it ruled, “There is no 
Constitutional right to be protected by the 

state against being murdered by criminals 
or madmen.” 
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We promised it to you.  We delivered.
58 minutes that will open eyes. Destroy 

myths. Change minds. Save lives. 
 You have never seen anything like Innocents Be-
trayed.  Not in public schools.  Not in colleges.  Your 
kids won’t receive its message... unless you show 
them this film.
 Give this film 58 minutes.  See the photos, foot-
age, facts, figures... and faces of the people.  See the 
laws and proclamations that disarmed millions of 
victims.
 Learn how easy it is for armed killers to slaugh-
ter the disarmed, the powerless, the innocents.  And 
then get ready to fight back.
 A fast-moving, modern production, Innocents 
Betrayed presents the entirely true accounts of how 
civilian disarmament made possible the killing of 
millions. The point is made sharply, clearly, unfor-
gettably. It’s the factual counterpoint to the lies in 
Michael Moore’s “Bowling for Columbine.” 

Ammo for Truth
Somebody says: “Only the police and military 

should have guns; private citizens don’t need them.” 
Your response: play the tape. Show what happens 
when the government alone has all power. 

Somebody says: “It’s sensible to license guns 
and register their owners.” Your response: play the 
tape. Show how licensing and registration were key 
elements to disarming populations, leaving them 
vulnerable to methodical slaughter. 

Somebody says: “America should follow the 
lead of the rest of the world— strict ‘gun control.’” 
Your response: play the tape. Show how the “rest 
of the world” lost 170,000,000 innocent, non-com-
batant men, women and children. Millions died 
because they were defenseless ... just look at the 
pictures ... see the numbers ... look into the eyes of 
the victims. 

Somebody says: “It can’t happen here.” Your 
response: play the tape. Watch the American Expe-
rience segment and learn ... it already happened here. 
Mass murders, vicious brutality. The victims—dis-
armed and powerless, by law. See with your own eyes 
the facts that the mainstream media has ignored and 
concealed for decades. 

For All Gun Owners 
There are about 80 million gun owners in Amer-

ica. The vast majority are decent, nonviolent, non-
criminal citizens. Most of them don’t realize what 
rights they have... and how vital those rights are.

Use Innocents Betrayed to awaken fellow gun 
owners, to energize them, to get them committed to 
protecting our rights.

There are millions of pro-self defense parents in 
America.  Their children must understand firearms 
owership.  We need those parents to show their kids 
Innocents Betrayed. 

Some of our spouses fear or don’t understand 
firearms ownership.  We need to show those spouses 
Innocents Betrayed.

Please mention Concealed Carry Magazine when you call.

Or order online at:



www.concealedcarrymag.com�2 Concealed Carry Magazine Introductory Issue

What It Means
To Carry A Gun

That loaded pistol in your holster is a 
powerful expression of your Constitutionally 
guaranteed liberty as an American citizen, 
your recognition of the solemn duty you have 
to your fellow man, and your willingness to 
accept the full weight of a life-and-death  
responsibility.

When you are prepared to defend your-
self, you are equally prepared to defend all of 
society and all of its guiding principles. Your 
responsibilities are therefore many – moral, 
legal and tactical. That is why most people, 
including lifelong gun owners, experienced 
hunters and competitive shooters, even in 
states that freely issue concealed carry per-
mits, do not choose to carry a gun.

Your moral responsibilities are to fire 
your gun into another human being only when 
the line of necessity has clearly been reached, 
and then to fire without hesitation and to full 
effect. Remember the words of Cicero.

Your legal responsibilities are to justify 
your actions to those who would call you a 
criminal at the drop of a hat, and quite pos-
sibly to a jury of your peers, most of whom 
have neither the competence nor the cour-
age to carry a gun in their own defense. Read  
the findings of the Citizens’ Self-Defense Act 
of 2001.

Your tactical responsibilities are to carry 
your gun with confidence, to be well trained 
in your ability to operate it effectively, and to 
have instilled in yourself an iron will to use 
deadly force to prevent or end violence com-

mitted against yourself or others. Most of this 
book is dedicated to your tactical responsibili-
ties, because that’s what will save your life.

Violence happens either at random, or 
directed toward the obviously vulnerable, or 
toward someone in particular for a reason. 
You can rest assured it will not happen at the 
shooting range when you are all suited up in 
your speed rig with a plan of action worked 
out for the coming run-and-gun stage. It will 
happen when you are home sleeping in your 
bed, shopping at the grocery store, walking 
out to get the mail, mowing the grass, at din-
ner, at church, at the theater. 

The most dangerous places in the world 
are those called “gun-free safety zones” by 
their ignorant political creators and known 
by criminals and psychopaths as “safe-to-kill 
zones.” Even an adolescent school kid can fig-
ure out that an advertised killing field where 
no one is allowed to shoot back is the safest  
location in the world to carry out a mass  
shooting. Don’t even consider going to a 
place like that unarmed, whether it’s your kid’s 
school or a national park. If you can’t handle 
breaking the law, don’t go.

The assistant principal of a high school in 
Pearl, Mississippi, broke the law. He kept a .45 
in his car parked on the school grounds. When 
a deranged student opened fire, Joel Myrick 
ran for his gun. Two students were killed be-
cause Myrick had to retrieve his gun from his 
car instead of his holster. But the .45 eventu-
ally prevailed, and Myrick stopped the mas-
sacre long before police arrived on the scene. 
God only knows how many lives he saved. But  
assistant principal Joel Myrick wasn’t awarded 
any medals. Of the several hundred newspaper 
and television stories about the incident, only 
a few even mentioned his name. Almost none 
revealed the fact that he used a gun to stop  
the killings. 

When you bodyguard someone for a 
while, or when you just live a normal life with 
your eyes wide open, you realize how vulner-
able we all are to becoming another tidbit-of-
opportunity in the relentless food chain that 
sustains the life of this unpredictable world. 
It’s a realization not of paranoia but of reality. 
That’s the way it is, always has been, always 
will be. You can ignore it out of faint-hearted-
ness, deny it out of lunacy, submit to it out of 
a fatalistic contempt for your own life and the 
lives of others, or you can face it with cour-
age and intelligence and prepare yourself to 
deal with capricious reality’s predisposition  
toward danger.

Most of those dangers can be met with 
nothing more than a strong I’m-not-a-victim 
mindset and body language. Many others may 

GUN OWNERSHIP SAVES LIVES 
• Gun ownership also saves money. Nationwide, each one percent increase 
in the number of people owning guns reduces crime victim costs by over $3 
billion.

• Concealed handgun carry by private citizens reduces violent crimes, includ-
ing rape, murder, aggravated assault and robbery, throughout the entire com-
munity and in surrounding communities.

• When a state passes a right-to-carry law, crime reduction is immediate and 
substantial, and crime-reduction benefits continue to grow the longer the law 
is in effect.

• The greater the number of concealed handgun permits issued, the greater 
the reduction in crime. 

• Mass shootings in public places are reduced to virtually zero within four or 
five years after right-to-carry laws are passed – except in designated “gun-
free” zones, such as schools, where self-defense is known to be prohibited. 

• The largest drops in violent crime from concealed handgun carry occur in the 
most urban areas with the greatest populations and the highest crime rates. 

• Citizens who do not carry guns benefit equally from the crime reduction 
which results when other citizens carry guns. The people who benefit most 
from this “halo” effect are women, children, the elderly and blacks. 

• Of all the methods studied by economists, the carrying of concealed hand-
guns is by far the most cost-effective method for reducing crime. Each and ev-
ery concealed handgun permit issued reduces total economic losses to crime 
victims by $3,000 - $5,000.  

• Accident and suicide rates are unaltered by the presence of concealed hand-
guns. 

• The effect of increased penalties for using a gun in the commission of a crime 
is small. 

• The Brady Law, other mandated waiting periods, safe-storage laws and one-
gun-a-month laws all increase crime, especially rape. 

• Background checks, training requirements and age restrictions have no 
crime-reduction benefits. 



www.concealedcarrymag.comIntroductory Issue �3Concealed Carry Magazine

shrivel with the demonstration of superior 
verbal skills. Still others may require a funda-
mental knowledge of martial arts, a container 
of pepper spray, a makeshift club, the pres-
ence of a well-wielded knife or the sight of a 
firearm. A few, perhaps one in a lifetime, will 
not be affected by any kind of less-than-lethal 
response and will not end until you churn your 
attacker’s dreams and determination into a 
chunky red stew and spew it all over the street 
with a couple of big-bore hollow points. The 
trouble is, you never know when or where that 
last one is coming.

If you ever find yourself under attack by 
an armed criminal, you will be on the defen-
sive and he will be on the offensive. In other 
words, he will have a strong advantage going 
in. And, though he will not have trained him-
self to shoot nearly as well as you have trained, 
he will be far more experienced in the art of 
killing. The odds are, any criminal who is 
intent on killing you has probably killed men 
before, knows how to do it, knows how it feels 
and likes it. You’re not going to talk him out of 
it, scare him out of it, or wound him out of it. 
You’re going to have to kill him.

Studies show that simply brandishing a 
weapon saves many lives, but I am personally 
against the idea of waving a gun around while 

your adversary thinks. The way to overcome 
his offensive advantage is to strike without 
warning. Once you make the decision to free 
your Glock from its holster the entire situation 
should be over and done with in a second or 
two. The most important component in prac-
ticing your draw is firing the instant you have 
a sight picture on your target, and continuing 
to fire until your assailant no longer exists. 

More than a century of military and po-
lice research tells us that most people, includ-
ing up to 85 percent of trained soldiers and 
cops, are psychologically unable to use deadly 
force in a life-or-death situation no matter 
how compelling the circumstances may be. 
If you can’t kill, there is no reason for you to 
carry a lethal weapon.

Carrying a loaded gun with the ability 
and will to use it is not a casual fling meant to 
bring some excitement into your boring life. 
It is an all-embracing lifestyle and must take 
precedence over your respect for law, your 
fear of social criticism, your love of humanity, 
your wardrobe and your drinking habits.

You can never be unaware of the weight 
you carry on your hip or under your arm. 
You can never forget your responsibilities. 
You must wear your Glock with the same al-
legiance as your wedding ring. If you’re not 

married, your Glock is your wedding ring. 
Wear it for life. Don’t even think about leav-
ing home without it. Be prepared to use it at 
a moment’s notice. Carry it all the time. And 
shoot to kill.

“Liberty or death,” the meaning of which 
is clear and absolute, is but a trivial phrase if 
you do not carry a gun. For freedom-loving 
Americans, the five most important words in 
the English language are, and always have 
been – from my cold dead hands.

This article was reprinted with permission and 
condensed from a chapter in Robert Boatman’s 
Book Living with GLOCKS.
This book is available from Paladin Press 
(www.paladin-press.com) Mr. Boatman can be 
reached at interboat@aol.com.  

PALADIN PRESS®

Phone: 303-443-7250 • FAX: 303-442-8741

RESPONSE CODE: CC24 VIDEOTAPES AND DVDS ARE NONRETURNABLE; DEFECTIVE TAPES AND DVDS WILL BE REPLACED. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

TO ORDER:

PHONE: 1-800-392-2400
U.S. orders, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. VISA, MasterCard or Discover only.

WEB: www.paladin-press.com
MAIL: PALADIN PRESS • 7077 Winchester Circle-CC24 •  Boulder, CO 80301

please add $7.00 postage & handling to each mail order

For detailed descriptions of more than 800 
titles, visit our online store at
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CONCEALED CARRY
The Shooter's Guide to 

Selecting Handguns
by Wiley Clapp

Before you choose a concealed-
carry weapon get the opinion of
someone who’s personally tested
models, calibers and types of
ammunition with the specific
needs of concealed carry in
mind. Contains in-depth analysis
of small, medium and large pis-
tols and revolvers by makers
such as S&W, Glock, Colt, Ruger,
Taurus and more. 8 1/2 x 11,
softcover, photos, 120 pp.
#CARRY $25.00

LIVING WITH GLOCKS
The Complete Guide to 

the New Standard 
in Combat Handguns
by Robert H. Boatman

Whether you own a Glock or are
considering investing in one, die-
hard Glock convert Robert
Boatman has done all your
research for you. Get the lowdown
on every model in production,
plus holsters, ammo, accessories,
silencers, modifications and con-
versions, training and much more.
This is truly the Glock bible. 8 1/2
x 11, hardcover, photos, 184 pp.
#LWG $29.95

HOLSTERS FOR 
COMBAT AND 

CONCEALED CARRY
by R.K. Campbell

Author and former cop R.K.
Campbell provides in-depth
analysis of assorted holster
materials and styles and
instruction on determining the
proper mechanics for your
draw. He also points out com-
mon mistakes and tells you how
to correct them. With hundreds
of photos, this is an invaluable
resource for every gun owner.
8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos,
144 pp. #HCC $22.00

THE SNUBBY
REVOLVER

The ECQ, Backup, and 
Concealed Carry Standard

by Ed Lovette
In this book, former CIA operative
and longtime Combat Handguns
columnist Ed Lovette tackles com-
mon complaints about the snubby
and presents viable ways to remedy
those issues based on his personal
experience. He then addresses
defensive tactics, from basic per-
sonal defense to planning for
extraordinary situations. 5 1/2 x 8
1/2 softcover, photos, 120 pp.
#SNUB $15.00

ONLY HITS COUNT
Practical Firearms

Training for 
Personal Defense

with Louis Awerbuck
Let world-renowned firearms
instructor Louis Awerbuck
make your range training
realistic and up to date.
Included in this Paladin video
are flashlight techniques,
proper shot placement, multi-
ple attacker scenarios, shoot-
ing on the move, cover versus
concealment and more. Color,
approx. 75 min.
#ONLYV $39.95

VIDEO VIDEO

JIM GROVER
DEFENSIVE

SHOOTING SERIES
Get a complete course in real-
world defensive handgun
shooting from world-renowned
close-combat expert Jim
Grover. This comprehensive
four-tape set covers every
aspect of combat handgun use,
from basic marksmanship and
gunhandling to advanced close-
quarters battle tactics and vehi-
cle ambush defenses. Color,
approx. 230 min. total.

#GROVERV.2
4-Tape Set $125.00
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Oleg Volk

Carrying a handgun has a lot in common 
with riding a bicycle. Both are skills which 
require practice, good hardware and are typi-
cally done for enjoyment and health benefits. 
Both practices require common sense for 
safety. For example, donning black clothes 
and riding a bike in the middle of a busy high-
way after dark would negate any benefits from 
improved cardiac health. Many smart people 
who are new to carrying a sidearm do things 
which are at least as counterproductive. Let’s 
consider the case of a certain Joe Above- 
average.

Joe’s first handgun was a full-size model. 
For the first days, he relished the feeling of 
heavy metal riding on his hip. By the second 
week, that weight became a bit of a nuisance. 
After a month, just as the weather got hot and 
concealing that gun became difficult, he left 
his pistol at home when running errands. Af-
ter all, making a run to the local grocery store 
wasn’t a high-risk mission. One day, he read 
about a hold-up at his local convenience store, 
thought about the large handgun left in the 
safe and decided that 
a small gun in his 
pocket would be 
far more useful 
than a big gun 
behind. He got 
the smallest 
weapon avail-
able and carried 
it with him at all times.

We all rationalize going 
with the most comfortable solu-
tions. Joe reasoned that bring-
ing any gun to a fight would be 
enough to scare any potential ad-
versary. If that failed, surely a few 
shots would be enough to get him out 
of trouble. Fortunately, he got to test 
that theory and survive.

Joe’s kids were playing in the 
yard when a clearly rabid raccoon 
wandered in. Joe had his tiny pistol in 
a pocket holster. As a good father should,  
he shot to stop the immediate threat to his 
children. 

He hit the animal with all six rounds and 
watched it limp off into the nearest bushes. 
Although the danger was averted, Joe got to 
thinking about the inci-
dent. If a full magazine 
from his gun did not 
stop a twenty-pound 
critter, what good would 
it do against a motivated 
two-hundred-pound hu-
man adversary?

Why not get the 
best of both worlds, a 
gun which is powerful 
yet light and small? Joe 
did just that, and found this solution to have 
drawbacks of its own. Painful recoil discour-
aged regular practice. 

Joe did the manly thing and ignored the 
pain until he could no longer feel his right 

hand. At that point, he decided to talk to other 
gun owners and find out which other bright 
ideas did not work so well in real life. Learn-
ing from their experience would save him time 
and money. 

Too many gun owners treat the serious 
business of going armed as an extension of 
their shooting sports hobby.  Some carry a 
revolver one day, a double-action autoloader 
the next, and a single-action collectible on the 
weekend. Alternating between dissimilar de-
signs invites trouble should one of the weapons 
be actually needed for defense. Why? Drasti-

cally different 
manuals of arms 
within the various 
handguns can lead 
to confusion dur-
ing operation. An 
M1911 requires a 
downward swipe 
to disengage the 
safety. Conse-
quently, a person 
accustomed to 
that design is like-

ly to re-engage the safety on a Beretta 92 or 
a S&W autoloader, which require an upward 
sweep to make ready. A user habituated to  
using a Glock would find a Sig decocker lever 
where the slide stop was expected. In general, 
it is best to use different versions of the same 
line of handguns, such as compact, medium 

and large frame dou-
ble action revolvers. 
Similarly, it is a good 
idea to stick to a con-
sistent holster type 

and carry location. 
Forgetting which 

pocket contains 
the weapon, or 
neglecting to 
disengage a 
thumb-break 

on a holster could 
have fatal conse-

quences. 
Firearm enthusiasts 

like us sometimes carry a 
particular weapon just be-

cause they enjoy variety. I have 
observed a person who could 

have concealed a full-size hand-
gun carry a Beretta Minx in .22 

Short on a whim. While doing so made 
use of his right to carry, it provided only a 

tentative defense from any real threat.  On an-
other occasion, he carried a .45 Colt Derringer 
for a week before learning that the gun was 

“Fortunately, 
he got to test 
that theory...
and survive.”

Practice with what you carry;
it could save your life someday.

TACTICS & TRAINING

CARRYING A GUN
IS NOT A HOBBY
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Whether you’re carrying a mouse-gun or a full size government model, 
you must practice accordingly or suffer the consequences.

extremely inaccurate, shot well away from the 
point of aim, and that the trigger was so heavy 
that both hands were required to press it. Un-
usual or classic designs may be fun to use, but 
most of them are much inferior to the more 
conventional options.

The phrase “It will never happen to me” 
is an obvious example of comforting self-delu-
sion. A slightly less obvious example is “This 
gun is meant for close range.” That statement 
presumes that the defender will get to pick the 
range of the encounter, an obviously optimis-
tic statement. Moreover, if the user can barely 
hit a passive, stationary silhouette target at just 
a few feet, how would he do against a moving, 
ducking opponent who is shooting back? 

At the other extreme, selecting a target 
.22 pistol would help with scoring hits...but 
human foes are far more resilient than paper 
silhouettes.

Fans of small calibers like .22 Magnum 
like quoting paper ballistics to support their 
choices. They overlook the much-reduced 
velocity due to short barrel, and the unim-
pressive terminal effects of the diminutive 
projectiles. Although no handgun offers truly 
impressive stopping power, most common 
chamberings work well enough. The benefits 
of choosing exotic guns or calibers are slim 

compared to the high cost and certain hassle 
of procuring enough ammunition for regular 
practice. Despite the advertising claims, mag-
ic bullets simply do not exist. At two dollars 
per round, few people can afford even a day’s 
training with unconventional ammunition. 

Carrying untested cartridges is an invitation 
to malfunctions at the worst possible times. 

Realistic and extensive training is es-
sential for safe and effective deployment of 
the sidearms. In seeking training, it is wise to 

The smartest way to carry concealed is with
SmartCarry®, the “Invisible Holster”™!

Carry in comfort, all day long, even in 90º + temperatures!
SmartCarry® requires no clothing or movement restrictions, 
has no downward facing seams, which eliminate snags, and 
a waterproof rear panel which makes them sweat proof!
$47.95+$5.00 S&H 60 day trial period (6% tax FL orders)

�-���-��9-23�� (MC or VISA orders)
�-�2�-3�9-3��� chat line

http://www.smartcarry.com
smartcarry@univox.com

U.S. Utility Patent Number 5,909,834
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avoid “miracle workers,” trainers who 
promise quick and overwhelmingly ef-
fective results through mastery of a 
single technique. Proper training mixes 
multiple methods of presenting and fir-
ing the weapon, and includes instruction 
in tactics as well as marksmanship. 

Competitive events, such as IDPA 
shoots, are useful for learning to func-
tion under stress. They aren’t as good for 
developing tactical savvy. 

The lessons of competitive shooting 
tend to be of the “what not to do” variety. 
Learning  that a gun cannot be drawn 
from under a zipped up full-length coat, 
or that glove material can get under the 
trigger of a revolver, disabling it, is best 
done at a safe range. 

Uncover the weak links before the 
weapon has to be used in a real fight. If 
an enthusiastic draw breaks the holster 
in half, or causes the front sight to come 
off the gun, then the choice of gear may 
have to be adjusted. Same goes for try-
ing new loads, testing new magazines 
and any other variables introduced to the 
personal protection equation. 

Even simple techniques are best 
tested under controlled conditions, with 
hearing and eye protection. For example, 
most people instinctively get close to 
their cover. Not only does that expose 
them to hostile fire, it also reflects re-
volver cylinder gap flash off the nearest 
surface back into the shooter’s face. 
Training with a partner and an Airsoft 
pistol also discourages other common 
but dangerous ways, like carrying an 
autoloader with an empty chamber. 

Few people can make both hands 
available to rack the slide while fending 
off an attack. Point shooting, sometimes 
advocated to the exclusion of other tech-
niques, should be similarly tested with 
targets placed above, below or to the 
side of the shooter. Learn your personal 
limitations as well as new skills.

Carrying a handgun is not a hobby. 
First and foremost, your sidearm is a 
tool for stopping aggression against 
you and yours. Just as a surgeon would 
not use antique tools on a patient, you 
shouldn’t carry a weapon just because it 
is neat or unusual.  Considerations such 
as effectiveness and efficiency should 
take precedence over all others.
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Fred W. Black

G E A R  R E V I E W

I’ve always been a skeptic of ankle holsters.  They must be slow 
on the draw and high on discomfort.  James Bond and Magnum P.I. 
wore ankle holsters, not Hank O’Meara.  When I was assigned this 

article, I groaned out loud in disgust.  If I have to write an article 
on an ankle holster, that means I’ll have to actually wear one for an 
extended period of time.

My professionalism as a writer and “gun-nut” (That’s right, 
I am a professional gun nut!) took over and I called Galco In-
ternational and placed an order for one “Ankle Glove” leather  
ankle holster.

First Impression
When my new holster arrived I was immediately impressed 

with the workmanship and overall quality.  The holster part was 
custom-formed leather made to fit my Glock perfectly.  However, 
when I first tried to slide my pistol into the holster, I could barely 
get it in.  I couldn’t believe how snug the fit was.  “There must be 
some sort of mistake,” I thought.  I finally decided to read the prod-
uct manual that was still in the box.  Sure enough, Galco stated 
that a short “break-in” period would be required to achieve the 
perfect fit.

I proceeded to jam my pistol into the holster and snap the re-
tention strap.  The snap was impressive.  It required the perfect amount 
of “snap closure force.”  The leather snap strap extends about 5/8” 

above the top of the pistol.  My right thumb could easily find this 
area for quick snap disengagement.

The leather holster portion was stitched 
to a thick, wide neoprene strap.  This 

strap was then wrapped around 
your ankle and fastened with a 
very robust Velcro-style closure.  

The portion of the strap directly 
behind the holster was covered with 

a sheepskin-like material.  The 
rest of the strap was soft neo-

prene.  The addition of 
this “sheep 
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skin” provided for a really comfortable fit.  I’ll 
talk more on comfort later in the article.

Overall, my first impression was favor-
able.  This holster looked and felt great right 
out of the box.  My skepticism was slowly  
receding, but I still wondered just how com-
fortable this thing would be after 12 hours.  

Comfort
If you’ve never worn an ankle holster, it 

takes some getting used to.  Before I started 
my first week of “ankle-holster” carry, I was 
estimating it would be as comfortable as drag-
ging around a bowling ball that was strapped 
to my ankle.  Much to my surprise, it was not 
that bad at all.

I wore the Galco ankle glove for 12-14 
hours per day for one week straight.  The 
comfort was fantastic.  I would strap the hol-
ster on nice and tight and after a few hours, 
I would forget it was there.  Due to the soft 
layer of sheepskin, I never felt any sharp edges  
digging into my ankle.

Another surprise was how little the gun 
moved around while walking.  I tend to walk 
pretty fast and was impressed how tight the gun 
remained to my leg.  I did notice that if I tried to 
strap the holster slightly above my ankle bone, 
any amount of vigorous walking would cause 
it to slip down to the bottom of my ankle.  Gal-
co sells a calf strap as an additional accessory 
that is supposed to eliminate this problem. 
 

The function of the calf strap is pretty self 
explanatory so I won’t go into extreme detail.  
There is a small, steel, rectangular ring that is 
located right behind the snap strap of the hol-
ster.  The calf strap accessory has a thin Vel-
cro strap that hooks onto this ring.  This thin 
strap is connected to a wider strap that wraps 
around your calf right below your knee.

In theory, the calf strap sounds like a great 
idea.  In practice, it’s not so great.  First of all, 
if the holster is sliding down on you, you’re 
probably trying to wear it too high.  Secondly, 
with the holster and calf strap on, it feels like 
you’re wearing a lower leg girdle.  Lastly, even 
with the calf strap on, the holster still wants 
to slide down the lowest point on your ankle.   

2. Firmly secure velcro.1. Stretch velcro around ankle. 3. Insert pistol into holster.

4. Fasten holster retention snap. 5. Holster is firmly in place.

6. Loose pants obscure holster well.



In my humble but accurate opinion, I think 
you should just wear the ankle holster at the 
lowest point of your ankle.  That is where the 
holster wants to be.

Conceal-ability
If you’re a person that likes to wear tight 

fitting jeans or pants that stop before they get 
to your shoes, then an ankle holster is prob-
ably not for you.  With that said, the conceal-
ability factor for this holster was pretty good. 

I like to wear pants and jeans that are 
pretty loose fitting.  I also like the legs of my 
pants to be plenty long.  This combination is 
perfect for the Galco Ankle Glove.  The hol-
ster and gun were practically undetectable un-
der a pair of jeans or dress pants.

The only time you could see something 
out of the ordinary was when you were walk-
ing up a flight of stairs.  This occurred when 
the holstered leg was completely extended on 
the lower step and the other leg was stepping 
up onto the next step.  At this very instant the 
butt of the pistol tended 
to poke against 
the pants fab-
ric for a brief 
second. In my 
opinion, this 
is not really a 
big deal.

Quick Draw-ability
The most important aspect of any conceal 

carry holster is the ability to draw quickly.  As 
I mentioned earlier, I initially could barely 
get my Glock into the holster.  I proceeded 
to follow the Galco “Holster Fit/Break-In” 
procedure and within a few days my pistol fit 
perfectly.  With the retention strap secured, the 
gun does not move around at all.  However, 
with a quick flick of the thumb and forefinger, 
the gun slides out quite easily.

I learned that there are three factors that 
come into play when learning to make a quick 
draw from the Galco Ankle Glove.  These are 
practice, practice and more practice.  I know 
this saying is as old as the hills but it really ap-
plies here.  Galco has done their part in mak-
ing a perfectly fitting holster that stays put and 
doesn’t allow the gun to move around.  Now I 
had to do my part in learning how to quickly 
and efficiently operate this rig.

I broke the draw down into 4 distinct 
steps as can be seen in the photographs.  

The first step is the “Pant Leg Pull.”  
Once you’ve made the deci-

sion to draw your gun, 
you grab the leg 

of your pants with your weak hand and pull 
upward, exposing the holster and firearm.  As 
you are pulling up on your pant leg, your body 
is crouching down as your strong hand goes 
for your gun.  Step two starts when your weak 
hand lets go of your pant leg and arrives at the 
holster a split second before your strong hand.  
The thumb and forefinger of your weak hand 
flick open the retention strap as your strong 
hand arrives to draw the pistol.  The third step 
starts when you pull your weak hand as your 
strong hand pulls your firearm from the hol-
ster.  The fourth and final step is coming to a 
shooting stance and taking proper aim.

With practice, this can be done in less 
than 2 seconds.

Maintenance
Galco recommends cleaning the leather 

part of the holster once a month with Galco 
Leather Lotion or a hard bar glycerin soap.  In 
addition to regular washing, Galco also rec-

ommends that you keep your hol-
ster away from direct 
heat sources.  With 

proper care, this 
holster should 

last for quite a 
while.
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Aesthetics
Reviewing the aesthetics of a piece of 

equipment that is designed to be hidden seems 
kind of pointless.  However, if any of you are 
like me, then you don’t like buying things that 
are not well designed or are just downright 
ugly.

Rest easy, the Galco Ankle Glove is a 
good looking piece of equipment.  The leather 
and neoprene used are of the highest quality.  
There are no loose threads flapping around 
and there is no glue oozing out of any seams.  
The holster is designed and manufactured 
well.

Negatives
The only negatives I can come up with 

are of the tactical nature.  While it is possible 
to perfect a less than 2 second draw from the 
Galco Ankle Glove, you really need ideal con-
ditions to make this possible.  Furthermore, if 
you were ever in a situation where you needed 
to draw your gun while drawing little atten-
tion to yourself, you’d have a hard time do-
ing it while reaching all the way down to your 
ankle.

  

Conclusion
In an ideal world, we’d all walk around 

with multiple firearms for primary and backup 
protection.  In this ideal case, I think the Galco 
Ankle Glove would be the perfect “second-
weapon” holster.  Unfortunately, we don’t live 
in an ideal world and it is sometimes difficult 
if not impossible to carry multiple weapons.  
For the above mentioned tactical reason, the 
Galco Ankle Glove is not my first choice as 
a primary concealed carry holster.  For some 
people, an ankle holster may be their only 
option.  In these cases, I would highly recom-
mend this rig.  

I started this assignment with the notion 
that it would not be a good one.  I sure was 
wrong.  I am now an ankle holster convert.  
The Galco Ankle Glove is a well-built and ex-
tremely functional holster that is well worth 
the money.

STEP 1

STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4
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Maria Heil

Women who carry concealed firearms…
are we an oddity?

According to the latest figures, there are 
approximately 17 million women who own 
guns. Yes, you read that right, 17 MILLION! 
Now, I don’t think all those women carry, but 
I would be willing to bet that a majority of 
them do carry. 

I did not grow up with guns. I lived in the 
suburbs of Chicago, first Oak Park and then 
Wheaton. My husband introduced me to guns 
shortly before we were married. He wanted to 
be able to share his love of the shooting sports 
with me. 

Being comfortable carrying a gun took 
some time for me. It was not that I was afraid 
of the gun; it was that it just didn’t seem “nor-
mal” to me. I always felt like I was an oddity. 
I did not know any other women who carried 
a gun. I rarely talked to any of my women 
friends about it. There were no women I knew 
of who openly talked about carrying a gun. My 
siblings (7 brothers and 2 sisters), once they 
found out, were not openly supportive, and a 
few even argued with me. My father never said 
what he thought about it one way or another; 
he just asked us if the guns were safe from the 

Continued on page 24
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kids. There was no woman I could look to for 
guidance, no modern day role model.  

Then, one day, my husband came home 
with information on a program called B.O.W.  
(Becoming an Outdoors-Woman). It was a Fri-
day through Sunday program, which stressed 
introducing women to a variety of outdoors 
experiences. I have four children, my youngest 
was 2 and my oldest was almost 7 at the time. 
My thought was, “Ok, Girl Scout camp…and 
it’s a weekend AWAY! I’ll do it!”

B.O.W. became a turning point for me. 
I met other women who had guns! Some of 
them even hunted, too! We had some terrific 
discussion during meals and free time. I was 
not alone! Other women were experiencing the 
same things I was! I think I attended B.O.W. 
weekends for five years in a row. It was a very 
empowering program for me. 

As a result of my B.O.W. weekends, I was 
invited to some “Ladies Shot Gun Shoots” and 
those really fired me up. I came home from 
my first one of those shoots, having broken a 
clay for the first time, and told my husband 
that I wanted to do more shooting. We took a 
Sporting Clays class at our local gun club. The 
Sporting Clays class was yet another turning 
point for me. The instructor, Paul Beckman, 
made shooting so much fun, as well as “nor-
mal.” 

I don’t remember exactly when I got my 
first carry gun, but I do remember that I really 
did not have much interest in it. My husband 
said I should carry a gun, but I didn’t really 
see the need, at the time, but I humored him. It 
was a .38 snub-nose and I carried it in a fanny 
pack. I carried it because I told my husband I 
would. I hated wearing a fanny pack because 
it made me look and feel like I was pregnant 
again. After a long shopping trip, my back 
would hurt from the weight, even though it 
was a pretty light gun. Shooting the gun was 
an ordeal. It would hurt. I could only shoot a 
maximum of 10 rounds before it got too pain-
ful to shoot any more. We discovered that if I 
did “double-taps” then I could shoot nearly 50 
rounds, and that was much better.

In late March of 2000, I became a part 
of Second Amendment Sisters (SAS). SAS 
was founded to counter the so-called “Mil-
lion” Mom March on Mother’s Day of 2000 
in Washington, D.C. This is when things got 
really interesting, and I realized that I really 
was not alone in my desire to protect my fam-
ily and myself.

SAS got “Thank God” calls from across 
the nation. Women were calling us, thrilled 
that they were not alone in their belief that 
having a gun could save their lives. They were 
also thrilled that a woman’s 
group had been formed to 

put forth their 
point of view.

With the media, however, we are still an 
oddity. Since 2000, I have been interviewed a 
lot because the mainstream press still sees me 
as an oddity. This does not bother me, howev-
er, because I know that I am part of the strong 
sisterhood. If my perceived “oddity” gets our 
point of view out in the media, then I can live 
with that. I have gotten so many communica-
tions from women who are so happy to see 
their point of view getting some major media 
coverage.

One of the most satisfying things in my 
work is hearing from women who thought 
they were alone. They’ve heard me on the 
radio, or saw me on television, and then they 
knew they were not an oddity. This is very em-
powering for all involved. Those women have 
a new sense of belonging and security and I 
become renewed and re-energized in my work 
to preserve our Second Amendment rights. 

Women who carry concealed firearms for 
self-defense are not oddities; we are actually 
an elite class. We are women who have fig-

ured it out. Men or law enforcement cannot 
be there if we are ever attacked. Self-defense 
means just that, defending yourself!

So, to my “sisters-in-arms,” I say, “You 
are not alone. You are one in 17 million!”
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Mrs. Heil is currently the National Spokesperson and 

Vice-President for Second Amendment Sisters (www.2asisters.

org). She and her husband reside in Pennsylvania with their four  

children. Mrs. Heil became a Second Amendment activist 

when she read on the so-called “Million” Mom March website, 

“…regardless of the interpretation, the Second Amendment is  

irrelevant.”
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Fred W. Black

 The Glock 36 has been around for quite 
awhile.  Why is Concealed Carry Magazine 
doing a review of a pistol that has been avail-
able since the spring of 2000?  Because the 
Glock 36 is one of the most concealable .45 
caliber pistols available.  This little black 
beauty can be hidden practically anywhere.

 
Mechanical Specifics

The mechanical specifics of the Glock 
36 are outlined in the table below.  If you like 
numbers and measurements, then this table is 
for you.  If you are more of a touch and feel 

person, then you’ll like the story of my trip to 
the gun shop to buy my Glock 36.

I love to go to the gun shop.  My gun 
shop of choice stocks practically every Glock 
available.  I usually do a lot of research before 
I buy anything.  Buying pistols is no excep-
tion.  My main goal today was to compare the 
difference in feel between the Glock 30 and 
Glock 36.  As my table outlines below, the 
36 has a single-stack magazine that carries 
6 rounds.  One more in the chamber gives a 
total of 7.  The 30 has a double stack magazine 
which holds 10 rounds with the additional one 

in the chamber for a total of 11 rounds of .45 
ACP.  My gut feeling was that the 10 +1 round 
Glock 30 would be the winner.

I am 6’4”, weigh 225 lbs. and have pretty 
big hands.  As I stood by the display case and 
handled each of the two pistols, I couldn’t 
believe the difference in how they felt in my 
hand.  The Glock 30 felt like I was grabbing a 
2x4 piece of lumber, while the 36 fit my hand 
comfortably.  After about 10 minutes of han-
dling and dry fires, the choice was clear.  The 
Glock 36 was the pistol for me.

How did I justify the four fewer rounds?  
The 36 was that much more comfortable.  Be-
sides, 7 rounds of .45 ACP ought to get the 
job done.

Conceal-ability
I’ve never seen a concealed carry holster 

that I wasn’t willing to buy and try.  You could 
say that I am searching for the elusive “per-
fect” carry holster.

If you have decided to make the .45 ACP 
your carry caliber then you are most likely 
thinking you will be sacrificing some level 

5.95 in.

6.77 in.

4.76 in.

Slide Length 6.�� in.

Height �.�6 in.

Width �.�3 in.

Dist. Between Sights �.9� in.

Barrel Length 3.�� in.

Magazine Capacity 6

Weight (w/ Empty Mag.) 22.�� oz.

Weight (w/ Full Mag.) 26.99 oz.

Trigger Pull �.� lbs.

Discharge Trigger Travel .�0 in.

Glock 36 Specification

GUN REVIEW

GLOCK 36
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of comfort or convenience.  Not so with the 
Glock 36.  The area of conceal-ability is where 
the Glock 36 really shines.  My three favorite 
carry holsters for my 36 are; 1.) Smart 
Carry holster 2.) Galco Leather Ankle 
Glove and 3.) Galco USA-1 holster.  
The Glock 36 works well with each 
of these very different carry methods.  
With all three holsters, comfort level is 
extremely high thanks to the 36’s ultra-
slim profile and minimal dimensions.

I will go into the specifics of each of 
these holsters in future issues.  Suffice it to 
say that having a .45 ACP close at hand is 
very comforting.  With the Glock 36, it can 
be comfortable as well.  

Reliability
I think the Glock pistol is the most reli-

able pistol ever designed and manufactured.  
The Glock 36 holds true to this level of reli-
ability.  I’ve fired over 1,000 rounds through 
my 36, both rapid fire and slow fire.  I’ve 
never had a failure to feed, failure to fire, 
or failure to extract.  The pistol just works.  

After a week or two of carrying, a good 
amount of clothes lint and dust will build up 
around the trigger mechanism and the frame-
slide interface.  Nevertheless, every time I 
have taken the gun to the range, it has fired 
flawlessly.  You should be willing to bet your 
life on the reliability of the pistol you decide 
to carry.  I trust mine with my Glock 36.

Maintenance
The Glock 36 is fantastically simple to 

field strip and clean. The steps for field strip-
ping are as follows:

1.) Remove magazine and rack slide to 
clear chambered round. Re-check that pistol 
is unloaded.

2.) Point pistol in a safe direction and 
dry-fire.

3.) Pull slide back approximately .25 
inches or until the slide catch groove lines up 
with the rear witness line of the slide lock le-
ver.  If you pull too far, you’ll hear the trigger 
reset and you’ll have to start the process over.

4.) Using your left thumb and middle 
finger, pull down on the both slide release tabs 
at the same time.

5.) When both of these tabs are fully 
pulled down, use your other hand to pull the 
slide off the frame.

Of course you should clean your firearm 
regularly, but when it comes to lubrication, 
please do not over-do it.  The Glock 36 re-
quires very little lubrication.  Glock recom-

mends a single 
drop of a gun lubricant 

on each of the slide rails, the inside top 
surface of the slide, the barrel, barrel lug, and 
barrel hood, and finally the trigger bar area.  
That is a grand total of 5 drops of lubricant!  If 
you over-lubricate, your Glock will accumu-
late crud at a rapid rate.  This will lead to fail-
ures to feed, fire or extract.  You do not want 
any of these to happen with your carry gun.

Aesthetics
Some people think Glocks are ugly.  I 

think Glocks are beautiful.  The Glock pistol 
is an exercise in function over form.  The first 
few handguns I ever purchased were either 
stainless or nickel plated.  I think I was go-
ing for that Pulp Fiction/Terminator look. If 
you are someone who really dislikes black or 
blued guns, well you might have a hard time 

1.13 in.

Trijicon TRGL12 Night Sights
for the Glock 36

Continued on page 28
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with Glocks.  Me?  I think a Glock looks mean 
and efficient.

Specifically, the slide of the Glock 36 
looks like every other one of its siblings.  The 
racking serrations on the rear of the slide are 
more than adequate and not too sharp.  The 

stock sights of the pistol leave a bit to be de-
sired.  I would recommend an aftermarket 
product like Trijicon night sights.  Not only 
do these sights work in the dark, but they are 
much more durable.

The frame/grip portion of the Glock 36 is 

Pictured above is the Glock 36 six round magazine with its OEM mag floor plate. 
Note the large gap between the grip and the plate.

Pictured above is the PEARCE GRIP “PlusOne” grip extension.  This accessory will
not only increase your firepower, it also makes the grip a lot more comfortable.
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really a fantastic piece of mechanical design.  
Like all other Glocks, the molded-in check-
ering on the grip is adequate.  Some people 
would argue otherwise, but it seems fine to 
me.  The highlight of the frame is the upper 
grip contour that is on both sides near the top 
of the grip.  This contour provides the perfect 
place to rest your thumb and forefinger.  Your 
thumb naturally falls into this contour on the 
left side of the gun.  This same contour on the 
opposite (right) side of the grip is the perfect 
place to rest your trigger finger while in the 
ready (finger off trigger) state.

If you like Glocks, you’ll love the 36 
and if you don’t like Glocks, well maybe you 
should buy a nice 1911!

Negatives
There is no such thing as a perfect gun.  

The Glock 36 has one little problem that will 
frustrate some yet go unnoticed by others.  I’ll 
call it the pinky pinch.  Depending on the size 
of your hand and how you grip the pistol, you 
may experience the pinky pinch when the pis-
tol is fired.  This is caused by a little gap that 
exists between the grip and the magazine floor 
plate.  This problem can be completely elimi-
nated by removing the stock Glock magazine 
floor plate and replacing it with a PEARCE 
GRIP “PlusOne” grip extension.

The photos on the left show the drastic 
difference between the Glock floor plate and 
the PEARCE GRIP floor plate.  Not only does 
the “PlusOne” grip extension give you an ad-
ditional round of ammo, it also completely 
eliminates the pinky pinch problem.

One aditional “PlusOne” grip extension 
feature to make note of is the plug located 
in the back of the magazine floor plate.  The 
picture on the right shows how this plug will 
effectively fill the gap that exists on the lower 
grip of the Glock 36.

Conclusion
Yes, I like Glocks.  Yes, I like the Glock 

36.  To be honest, I like every gun I own.  I 
have done my best here to point out all of the 
positive aspects as well as the negative aspects 
of the Glock 36.  

This picture is to illustrate the overall length increase when adding the
PEARCE GRIP “PlusOne” grip extension.



One of my greatest personal heroes, Rob-
ert A. Heinlein, once stated flatly that a male 
pacifist was a contradiction in terms.  Heinlein 
was a brilliant writer, one hell of a philoso-
pher, and very seldom wrong.

He was wrong this time.  
He should have said that a male victim is a 

contradiction in terms.
Heinlein may be forgiven, though.  No 

writer is perfect, and it is a common mistake 
to confuse the ideologically committed paci-
fist with the chronic, or professional, victim.  
Heinlein himself was a pacifist, although I 
do not believe he ever realized it, but he was 
never a victim – and he certainly had no short-
age of testosterone!

This subject has been very much on my 
mind for the last day or so.   

I have a lifelong and very dear friend who 
is utterly and absolutely opposed to every-
thing I stand for concerning firearms.  I am 
aware of this, and I have tried and tried to 
accept it.  I am seldom too terribly shocked 
by what comes out of his mouth, but this time 
he caught me totally flat-footed and left me 
completely speechless.

He related to me just yesterday that a cou-
ple of years ago, his thirty-year-old 

daughter came 

to visit him.  He was talking to her as she was 
unpacking in the guest room of his home, and 
when she got to the bottom of her suitcase, 
there was her little handgun that she traveled 
with.

He was shocked and enraged.  He informed 
her that he had not only never fired such an 
abomination, he had never even touched one, 
and he insisted that she remove that instru-
ment of Satan from his home immediately and 
leave it in her car.

Unfortunately, she did as he asked without 
a murmur.  I would have removed the pistol 
also, but I would certainly have removed my-
self as well, both from his house and from his 
life.  Permanently.  Then again, I may have 
misjudged his daughter just a bit.  It’s true that 
she’s never come back for another visit.  Smart 
girl.

I wonder if my friend has any idea of what 
that little tale that he related to me with such 
glowing and self-righteous pride reveals about 
him, and about his feelings for his daughter.  
Let’s take a closer look.

First of all, and most obviously, it is very, 
very clear that he does not love his daughter.  I 
have a bit of insider knowledge there, as I 

was aware that he had 
made no effort 

to see her in twenty years, but I would have
realized this particular fact anyway.

He actually considered his blind terror of 
an inanimate piece of hardware to be more 
important than his daughter’s safety, and she 
had just driven from California to Texas to 
visit him!

As an aside, my own father loved me very, 
very much.  If my father had ever learned that 
I had made such a trip without a firearm, he’d 
have tanned every scrap of hide right off my 
backside, thirty years grown or not!  As a mat-
ter of fact, he’d have raised holy un-shirted 
hell with me for leaving it in the bottom of my 
suitcase and not in my purse or pocket!

Not Harry.  He was able to pull his soul out 
and polish it and tell himself what a wonderful 
Christian he was, and he’s been patting him-
self on the back for it ever since.

Sadly, my friend Harry is a professional 
victim.  He subscribes to the pseudo-morality 
that says that it is better to suffer any indignity 
– even die – than to use force in your own de-
fense or the defense of another.  If he is ever 
mugged or robbed, I am quite sure that I will 
have to attend his funeral, because he will not 
lift a finger to help himself.

Harry really isn’t an evil man.  If anyone 
came to his door hungry, he would feed them.  
He is kind to animals.  He pays his bills.  He 
drinks in moderation.  And he has a sense of 
humor that is wicked and delightful.  I enjoy 
his company very much – or I did until he 
found out I carry a gun.  Now that I know his 
views on the matter, I will never visit his home 
again (because I am never, ever unarmed), al-
though we have a professional and friendly re-
lationship on the Internet and the telephone.  

Harry’s personality has a fatal flaw.  He is a 
murder victim looking for a place to lie down 
and die.  He isn’t alone.

Actually, it is a peculiar form of coward-
ice, although certainly not the usual 

sort.  Harry is a very reli-
gious man, and I am 

fairly sure that 
death is 

Kate Graham - Guest Editor

2ND AMENDMENT ISSUES

The Difference Between a
PACIFIST and a VICTIM 
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not what frightens him.  Harry is utterly ter-
rified to look deep into his soul and see the 
beast looking back out at him.  He fears his 
own inability to control himself once that 
beast is out in the open.  So he holds himself 
to total and absolute non-violence, regardless 
of the level of threat brought against him, and 
he has convinced himself that this is somehow 
virtuous.

Harry has been very 
lucky in his eighty years of 
life.  He has never been at-
tacked, or watched someone 
else be attacked, and tasted 
the helplessness that would 
be the natural result of re-
fusing to prepare himself for 
such an eventuality.  So he 
has never experienced the 
self-loathing that would re-
sult from his inaction.  Harry 
doesn’t have too many more years left to him, 
and I honestly hope he is never forced to learn 
that lesson.

Harry calls himself a pacifist, but he is very 
wrong.  He is a victim.  Sad and pathetic.

On the other side of the coin, my partner 
and closest friend in the whole world is a paci-
fist, as I am.  He is definitely male, but the 
resemblance to Harry stops right there.  John 

“He actually considered his blind 
terror of an inanimate piece of 
hardware to be more important 

than his daughter’s safety.”

is possibly the most dangerous man I’ve ever 
known.

Contradiction?  Not at all.
John believes, as I do, that to initiate force 

against another human being – or government 
– is wrong.  I’ve known him for years now, and 
I have seen him under enormous stress and 
enormous provocation, and I can state with 

absolute moral certainty that nothing – noth-
ing at all – can make him cross that line.

 So he is a definitely a pacifist.  Say any-
thing you want to him.  He will not escalate 
the conflict.  Tell him that his mother is a 
scum-sucking whore, and he will grin and 
ask you where you met her.  Bring him a real 
grievance, and he will try to resolve it so that 
everyone goes away happy.  If it cannot be re-

solved immediately, he will try to walk away 
from you so that all parties can calm down.  If 
you will not let him walk away, and you in-
sist on fighting, he will break some portion of 
your anatomy in very short order (not any par-
ticular skill – just age and treachery).

If you are stupid enough to attack John 
with any kind of lethal force – especially by 

reaching for his gun 
– I absolutely guarantee 
that you will die before 
your eye even registers 
that he has reached for 
his holster.  Attack me, 
and it will happen even 
faster (although I would 
certainly try to beat him 
to it – but he’s fast!).

John is a pacifist, not 
a victim.  And he cares 
about me, so he will not 

allow me to be a victim.
It is not immoral to resolve a physical con-

flict efficiently.  It is only immoral to start one.  
A pacifist is committed to never, ever starting 
a physical conflict.  

You see?  No contradiction in terms.  
Male pacifist.
John is a pacifist.  And John is a man. 

By Daniel Nauenburg
The “Anti-Gun” Politician
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CCM FeaturesIf you’ve made it this far, you’re probably 

as excited about this publication as we are.  

This is the section of the magazine that normal-

ly contains specific upcoming articles and fea-

tures.  However, since this is our introductory 

issue, we will give you a broad sample of what 

to expect in 2004!  We hope you’ve enjoyed this 

free introductory issue.  Please take this oppor-

tunity to call and start your subscription today!
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Timothy J. Schmidt
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